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Honesty is a basic principle of geoscience ethics. We all use models but all models are incomplete and flawed.
Nevertheless, some models are useful in assisting understanding of a particular system. Honesty requires
disclosure of the limitations and deficiencies of a particular model. Modern computer modeling permits
examination of complicated models but these models are still not “the truth.” Professional judgement is still
required in determining the utility of a model and to guard against self-deception.
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Dartmouth College and an M.S. in geology from the Colorado School of Mines. He is a licensed professional geologist in Wyoming,
Texas, and Utah and holds the titles European Geologist and Chartered Geologist (by the Geological Society and The AusIMM).

